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vowels, and having found that certain combinations of
consonants, under the condition that they are not placed
between two vowels, can be formed with more or less
ease without a hiatus, and therefore may be regarded
as analogues of double vowels, it remains to see
whether similar relations do not exist between the
resonants themselves or between resonants and con-
sonants.

The resonants depend, as we know, upon a closure
at three different points : at the lips for m, the teeth
and tongue for n, the tongue and soft palate for ng.
In the closure for ng the entire cavity of the mouth in
front of the soft palate is open; in that for n, the cavity
of the lips. As in the closure for m the cavity of the
mouth is completely closed to the front, the tongue may
assume any position, and though for a full-sounding
m it should be depressed, yet it may be raised and the
apex placed against the upper incisors. If, when in
this position, a deep tone is sounded, a pure m is heard;
if a higher tone, an intermediate sound, which is neither
m nor n, but bears some resemblance to both, and thus
stands towards the two sounds in the position of ae to
a and e. We have already shown, when describing the
resonants, that a similar intermediary sound exists
between the region of closure for n and that for ng.
Intermediary sounds similar to the intermediary vowel-
sounds are, therefore, met with among the resonants.

It is possible, moreover, to pass or glide from one
resonant into another, if the position of the closure is
gradually either advanced or removed further back.
Thus if ng is uttered the closure may be gradually
advanced along the entire palate to the anterior end of
the ^-region at the teeth, and then by closing the lips
pass into m. Then, again, if the apex of the tongue